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 A Guide to Junior Golf at Gourock Golf Club 2011

Background and History
Gourock GC was established in 1896 and is situated on the moorland above the west end of Gourock with spectacular views of the Firth of Clyde and the Cowal Peninsula. It is regarded as a well maintained and challenging golf course with a total membership of 850 Gents, Ladies, Juniors and Social members.

Junior Charter Award 2007
In 2007, the Scottish Golf Union awarded Gourock GC the prestigious Junior Charter Award in recognition that the club had put in place policies which ensured easy access to a safe and enjoyable golfing environment for all plus resources and systems which allowed for basic teaching, competition and improvement to take place under supervision. Gourock are only the third club in Renfrewshire to have been awarded the Junior Charter.
Junior Sub-Committee 2011 (all Disclosure Scotland processed)
Iain Calder (iainacalder@aol.com)
Dugald Carmichael (dugaldca@uk.ibm.com)

John Greer (johngreer13@hotmail.com) – Under 13’s Development
Ian Minton (i.minton@yahoo.co.uk) 
Neil Rankin (neil.rankin2@baesystems.com)
Hugh Taylor (htaylorandsons@btinternet.com)
Ged Turley (waver1980@hotmail.com) 
Euan Harvey – Full Committee Representative

Mission Statement
‘To promote, protect and develop the Junior Section at our golf club ensuring that boys and girls of all standards can experience the fun, the challenges and rewards, the spirit and values of the game of golf.’
Junior Members should talk to, or eMail any sub Committee member, if they are experiencing any problems whatsoever, relating to junior membership at Gourock GC.
Junior Committee 2011
 Gavin McDougall – Junior Captain (07508 350615)
Murray Gillan – Junior Vice Captain 
Kathryn McBride – Junior Girl Captain 
Lucy Begley, Scott Bellew, Jennifer Brannigan, Jack Broadley, 

Andrew Carmichael, Graham Minton, Greg Sandison.
The Junior Sub Committee intends to work more with the boys and girls on the Junior Committee this season – mentoring sessions are planned.
New Member Recruitment – New for 2011
Existing members are encouraged to help identify new junior members for the club. In fact, there is an opportunity to earn some £££’s.            For every successful new member identified, both the existing and new member will be allocated £10 into his account with the Club Professional. In addition, the parent / guardian of the new member will be offered a free social membership for one year (worth £40).
Communications – New for 2011
Communications to the Junior golfers will largely be via emails – so we would ask that they check their emails on a regular basis for updates – and also to visit the junior section of the club website at –

www.gourockgolfclub.com
Junior Playing Times
Junior players have restricted access to the course, the practice facilities and clubhouse, as follows –

SUMMER (Apr – Sep) School Term                                                                         SUMMER (Apr – Sep) School Hols
Mon – Fri                       08.00 – 17.00                                                                       Mon – Fri                   0800 – 15.30
Sat and Sun                   after 16.00                                                                            Sat and Sun               after 16.00  

Gents Midweek Medal Days -                                                                                    Gents Midweek Medal Days  -

08.00 – 12.00 and 15.00 – 16.30                                                                              08.00 – 12.00 and 14.30 – 15.30

Junior members may also play after 19.00 on weekdays during June, July and August if accompanied by an adult club member.

During summer Junior members must vacate the premises by 21.00 or dusk – whichever is sooner.

WINTER (Oct – Mar)

Sat and Sun                    10.00 – 11.30 and 13.30 onwards (No play during Gents medals)

During winter Junior members must vacate the premises by dusk.
Members are permitted to take their children who are too young to be Junior Members , to play on the course during Junior Playing hours without charge, provided that a Membership Application Form for the child has been lodged with the Honorary Secretary.
Parents and Guardians are actively discouraged from using the golf club as a crèche.

Junior AGM
The Junior AGM is scheduled for Thursday 24th March at 7pm. Club Captain, Mr Allan Warwick will address the junior members. A games night will follow.
New Junior Member Induction Training
All new Junior Members will be invited to an Induction training session.  Here they will learn about the following important aspects of life at Gourock Golf Club.

Safety and Security

The Etiquette of Golf (Basics)

The Rules of Golf (Basics)

On the Course – Tees, Bunkers, Greens, Fairways, Water Hazards, Practice Nets
Tour of the Pro’s shop

Tour of the Locker Rooms

Tour of the Members Lounge

How to order food and drinks

There will also be a chance to ask questions – and an opportunity to meet new fellow members, swap phone numbers and arrange games – and meet members of the Junior Committee.
Under 13 Development – New for 2011
Highly respected member Mr John Greer will be looking after the development of the Under 13 boys section in 2011. Apart from being one of the top golfers in the district, John has gained the European Golf Coaching Certificate from his time living and working and Spain and will add to this when he completes the 2-day ClubGolf coaching sessions in mid May 2011. The club has recognised some excellent young potential within the junior ranks and the Junior sub Committee are anxious to nurture this from an early stage. John will organise a series of events including 9 hole medals designed to ‘break’ the youngsters in gently to competitive golf.
Junior Girl Mentoring
Lady Vice Captain, Mrs Margie Carmichael has agreed to organise a number of mentoring sessions for our junior girl members.

FREE Professional Coaching for All
The Club Professional (and his assistant) will be on hand to offer FREE professional coaching for ALL categories of player at Gourock GC, as per schedule below (subject to change).

	Day
	Date
	Time
	Category of Member

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Friday
	8th April 2011
	10.15am
	Junior Team Pool

	Monday
	11th April 2011
	10.15am
	Boys - over 13's

	Tuesday
	12th April 2011
	10.15am
	All Girls

	Thursday
	14th April 2011
	10.15am
	Boys - under 13's

	Friday
	15th April 2011
	10.15am
	Junior Team Pool

	Tuesday
	21st May 2011
	10.15am
	Junior Team Pool

	Monday
	4th July 2011
	10.15am
	Boys - over 13's

	Wednesday
	6th July 2011
	10.15am
	All Girls

	Thursday
	7th July 2011
	10.15am
	Boys - under 13's

	Tuesday
	12th July 2011
	10.15am
	Junior Team Pool

	Friday
	22nd July 2011
	10.15am
	Junior Team Pool

	Monday
	1st August 2011
	10.15am
	Boys - over 13's

	Tuesday
	2nd August 2011
	10.15am
	All Girls

	Friday
	5th August 2011
	10.15am
	Boys - under 13's

	Wednesday
	10th August 2011
	10.15am
	Junior Team Pool


(Private tuition is also available at competitive rates).
The Locker Rooms
There is a locker room dedicated to Junior Boys which has been completely refurbished. It is for the use of all boy members – although the number of lockers is limited to 60. Lockers will generally be allocated on a seniority basis – although deserving causes will be considered. All notices relating to Junior Golf at Gourock GC will be posted on the notice boards in the Junior Locker room – players are urged to keep up to date with information. Junior boys are expected to respect their locker room and keep it tidy. Abuse of the locker room area will result in closure.

Boys who are allocated a locker are asked to provide a padlock in order to keep their equipment secure.

Shower and washroom facilities are available for junior players in the Gent’s Locker Room.

Junior Girls golfers will be accommodated in the Ladies Locker room and will be given a locker immediately.

Which Tees?
Blue Tees - forward tees for brand new players

Green Boxes – ordinary tees for Ladies plus Juniors with handicaps above 19 (or no handicap at all)

Red Tees – competition tees for Ladies plus Juniors with handicaps above 19

Yellow Tees – ordinary tees for Gents plus competition tees for Juniors with handicaps 18 and less

White Tees – competition tees for Gents plus single figure Junior players
How to get a Handicap
When a new junior player feels confident to move back from the Blue Tees to the Green Boxes he should consider getting himself a handicap. This will allow him to compete in Junior Medals and Matchplay Tourneys. Three completed scorecards are required to attain a handicap – maximum junior handicap is 40. 

The junior should arrange to play with one of the more experienced junior players and have his score recorded, signed and placed in the Scorecard Box in the Junior Locker Room. Alternatively, he may play in one of the Junior Medals and have his score recorded.

When 3 scores have been returned, a member of the sub Committee, will allocate a handicap and log it onto the computerised Club (Handicapping) System. The junior is now eligible to compete in official tournaments (home and away).
How to Enter and Play in a Junior Medal
Supervised Junior Medals are held every Sunday throughout the season and every Thursday during the Summer Holidays. Entry sheets for Sunday medals will be held in the ‘Juniors Blue Book’  in the Professionals Shop and juniors wishing to play must append their name to the list. Tee times will be available mid morning and also late afternoon. The preferred time will be at 10.30am – the afternoon time is to accommodate any player who cannot reasonably make the morning time. A member of the sub Committee will supervise the draw and tee off.

The Thursday medals are less formal and players should try and arrange a game and then book a tee time with the starter.

Non completion of the medal or No Returns are frowned upon by the Junior sub Committee

On completion of their medal round, the player is responsible for signing his own card (signifying that he agrees with the scores on the card), for signing the card of the player he was marking, for accurately entering his score into the Club System and for putting his completed card into the Scorecard Box.

Junior players who do not complete their Scorecard paperwork accurately will be sanctioned.

Competition Results will be posted on the Notice Boards in the Junior Locker Room – prize vouchers can be redeemed in the Professional’s shop.
How to Enter a Match-play Tourney
There are 3 Match-play Knockout trophies for competition every season. 

The Winning Trophy (Handicap singles) 
The AP Jess Trophy (Handicap 4 ball better ball) 

The Thomson Trophy (Handicap Foursomes).

Entry sheets will be posted in the Junior Locker Room at the start of the season. During May, the draws will be made and posted on the Notice Boards. ‘Challenge Sheets’ will be held in the ‘Junior Blue Book’ by the Club Professional.

Closing date for entries is 27th May 2011.
How to Enter an Away Tourney
Entry sheets for Junior Away Tourneys will be held by the Club Professional. Any junior wishing to play should enter his name on the sheet and give his entry money to the Club Professional.

FREE travel to and from any of the ‘Tail O’ The Bank’ League Clubs will be provided. These clubs are Greenock, Whinhill, Port Glasgow, Cowal, Port Glasgow, Gleddoch and Lochwinnoch.
Junior Order of Merit – New for 2011
A Gourock GC Junior Order of Merit system will run for all Season 2011. It will include all Sunday medals, all Thursday medals and all of the ‘Tail O’ The Bank’ Junior Opens. It is open to all junior members with handicaps and points will be awarded as follows.

	Gourock Junior Medal (Sections 1 and 2)

	First
	6 Points

	Second
	3 Points

	Completed Round
	1 Point

	No Return
	-2 Points

	TOB Junior Open  Medal (inc Guintoli) 

	First
	10 Points

	Second
	5 points

	Better than SSS
	3 Points

	Completed Round
	1 Point

	No Return
	-2 Points


Team Matches
Gourock GC competes in the ‘Tail O’ The Bank’ league and has 6 matches each season (3 home and 3 away). The format is 6 single ties (scratch) and a reserve Greensome match (scratch).

Players should see it as a privilege to represent their club and act accordingly. Team kit is provided by the club as well as club ties for the after match dinner.
Junior Championship
This is a 36 hole event held in August and will be contested by the current champion (if applicable) plus the next 15 players with the best 3 scratch scores in Sunday medals during 2011.

The Mongomery Trophy is awarded to the best 36 hole scratch score and the Hamish McNab Memorial Trophy is awarded to the best 36 hole nett score.
Junior Prizegiving
This is help in November. All prize winners receive their awards from the Club Captain – a games night follows.
www.gourockgolfclub.com
The club website contains comprehensive information about Gourock GC and activities planned – including a section specifically for Juniors. 

Junior Sponsors 2011
Many thanks to –

Euan Harvey (Verve)
Wiiliam Lafferty (WLEelectrical.co.uk)

Mr Russell Erskine (Club Member)

Mr Kirk Beaton (Club Member)
Paul Galbraith (Club Member)
Important Telephone Numbers
Gourock GC (Clubhouse) – 01475 631001
Gourock GC (Professional Shop) – 01475 – 636834

The 9 Core Values of Junior Golf at Gourock GC
1. Honesty - the quality or state of being truthful; not deceptive
Golf is unique from other sports in that players regularly call penalties on themselves and report their own score.
2. Integrity - strict adherence to a standard of value or conduct; personal honesty and independence
Golf is a game of etiquette and composure.  Players are responsible for their actions and personal conduct on the golf course even at times when others may not be looking.
3. Sportsmanship - observing the rules of play and winning or losing with grace
Players must know and abide by the rules of golf and be able to conduct themselves in a kind and respectful manner towards others even in a competitive game.
4. Respect - to feel or show deferential regard for; esteem
course, and for the honor and traditions of the game.
5. Confidence - reliance or trust. A feeling of self-assurance
Confidence plays a key role in the level of play that one achieves.  Players can increase confidence in their abilities by being positive and focusing on something they are doing well regardless of the outcome.
6. Responsibility - accounting for one’s actions; dependable
Players are responsible for their actions on the golf course.  It is up to them to keep score, repair divots, rake bunkers, repair ball marks on the green, and keep up with the pace of play.
7. Perseverance - to persist in an idea, purpose or task despite obstacles
To succeed in golf, players must continue through bad breaks and their own mistakes, while learning from past experiences.
8. Courtesy - considerate behavior toward others;a polite remark or gesture
A round of golf should begin and end with a handshake between fellow competitors. Players also should be still and quiet while others are preparing and performing a shot.
9. Judgment - the ability to make a decision or form an opinion; a decision reached after consideration
Using good judgment is very important in golf. It comes into play when deciding on strategy, club selection, when to play safe and when to take a chance, the type of shot players consider executing, as well as making healthy choices on and off the golf course.
BASIC ETIQUETTE YOU NEED TO KNOW (AND PRACTICE)
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Golf is a game that requires a lot of concentration. If you are trying to make a putt, or hit your tee shot into a narrow Fairway, it will be much more difficult if someone is laughing, rattling their clubs, or running around the tee or green. 

Golf etiquette is an extremely important part of the game of golf. The etiquette golfers show to one another out on the course is one of the things that distinguishes golf from all other sports. But what is etiquette? 
Etiquette has to do with manners. It is through the courtesy we show to other people that we communicate our respect for the game of golf itself and to every other fellow golfer.
Shhh!
Quiet is required on the golf course. Golf requires lots of concentration, and even if the people in your immediate group don't seem to be bothered, there are other groups all around you. So keep you voice down Walk, don't Run. 

Safety and Security
The first and foremost rule of golf and golf etiquette is safety. This rule applies to beginners and experienced players alike. Without some good common sense and a notion of how hard golf balls and clubs are, a golf course can be a very dangerous place. So here are some safety rules to always follow on the golf course: 

· If you hit a stray shot shout ‘FORE’ in a loud voice to allow other golfers to protect themselves

· If you hear a shout of ‘FORE’ protect yourself immediately especially your head

· Do not stand in front of any golfer who is about to take a shot or practice stroke 

· Only use a Mobile Phone on the course if there is a Safety or Security issue

· Programme the following numbers into your Mobile Phone

· Pro / Starter’s Office (01475 636834) / Clubhouse (01475 631001) / Community Warden (08000131701)

Pace of Play
If experienced golfers have to wait too long in between shots they get impatient and they lose their momentum. So here are some things you can do to maintain a good pace of play: 

· Don't wait until your turn to start thinking about what club you will hit, or whether to go over the burn or lay up to it -- be ready in advance. 

· As you approach the green determine in which direction the next tee is located and leave your clubs on that side of the green. 

· Keep up with the group ahead of you. As they leave the green you should be ready to hit up to the green. Don't worry about how far ahead you are of the group behind you, focus on staying a reasonable distance from the group ahead. 
· If you are marking a scorecard for a fellow player, mark it after each hole has been completed but when you have cleared the green
· You will find that experienced golfers will play at a quicker pace than you, so let them play through and you can continue at your own pace.

· 5 minutes is the maximum time you are allowed to look for a lost ball
Dress Code

The Professional at Gourock GC supplies a wide range of golfing attire – call in at the shop for advice about golf attire (and equipment).
· Classic dress for junior boys: slacks or tailored shorts, collared sport shirt, golf shoes. 

· Classic dress for junior girls: knee-length skirt, slacks or tailored shorts, collared sport shirt, golf shoes. 
· Jeans, collar-less shirts and football colours are not permitted on the course or in the clubhouse.
Before You Play
· Pre-book a tee time with the Pro / Starter’s office and be prompt (but no more than 30 mins before tee time).
· Call and cancel your tee time if you can’t make it.

· Boys should use the Junior Locker Room, girls should use the Ladies Locker Room.
· Always report to the Pro / Starter’s office before you head to the tee.
· Feel free to use the practice facilities before you tee off – but always be ready to meet your tee time.

BASIC ETIQUETTE YOU NEED TO (KNOW AND PRACTICE) (cont’d)
On the Practice Green

The practice green is part of the golf course and good behaviour is expected here too. No noisy running around or putting up to holes that are being used by a fellow golfer.
In the Practice Nets
Once again, good etiquette must be displayed if you want to use the practice nets – especially those relating to safety – do not stand too close to a fellow golfer as he hits practice shots into the nets.

The Practice Green and Practice Nets can only be used by Junior players during Junior Playing Times (See Fixture Card).
On the Teeing Area

Junior Players should play from the appropriate Teeing Area, as follows –

· Blue Tees (forward tees for brand new Junior golfers).
· Green Box (Ladies and Juniors normal play).
· Red Tees (Ladies and Juniors Competition play (h’cap 19 – 40)).
· Yellow Tees (Gents normal play and Juniors Competition play (h’cap 0 – 18)).
Never stand in front of the golfer who is about to play – stand behind and to the side of the player out of his peripheral vision. Also, remember to stand still and be quiet before and during their swing.

On the Fairway

If you create a divot on the golf course, make an excellent job of repairing it by putting it back in the original spot and standing it in. If you are using a trolley, make sure you observe any restrictions on the course. 

Litter should never be left on the course or in any part of the grounds. Put all litter in the bins provided.

In the Bunker or Water Hazard

A bunker is a hazard and you are not allowed to ground your golf club in a hazard – if you do (even by mistake) you must penalise yourself 1 shot and report it immediately to your playing partner(s) / scorer. Once you have played your shot and are clear of the bunker you must prepare the bunker for the next player with the rake provided. The rake should then be gently placed back inside the back of the bunker.

Most burns and lakes are also hazards. You can choose to play from the water – again without grounding the club - but this is never usually a good idea. Take a 1 shot penalty and drop the ball at the spot it entered the water hazard.

On the Putting Green

Always repair any plug-marks made by your ball when it landed on the green. Indeed, look around the green and check for any un-repaired marks that may have been left by others. Encourage your playing partners to do the same.

Do not step on the ‘ball lines’ of any of your playing partners as this may affect their putt to the hole.

If attending the pin for a fellow player, do this at arm’s length away from the hole – this will ensure that the area around the hole is maintained in top condition.

Mark your ball as required on the green and only pick your marker back up after you have replaced your golf ball.

On the 18th Green

Immediately you have completed your game, remove your cap (if you are wearing one) and shake hands with all the players in your match – and thank them for the game.

And Finally, Cheating

If you have an urge to cheat – you are playing the wrong game!

